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THE HOME A sculptural, curvaceous 1971 home on Sydney’s northern 
beaches designed by architect David Hollander. With 1960s vintage 
furniture and curved walls, this “organically cool” house is nestled 
into a hillside looking out to the sea. 
WHO LIVES HERE Californian-born interior designer Nancy Renzi, with 
her 18-year-old twin sons Miles and Charlie Fester and pet dog, Luna.  
WHAT I DID “The previous owners had removed a lot of the original 
features, so I have been putting everything back to how the architect 
intended the house to be,” says Nancy. “I found a 1972 magazine 
article on the house that allowed me to see what it originally looked 
like. I painted throughout, installed wool carpet, custom-made light 
fi ttings, doors and hardware, reinstated original features, revived the 
kitchen, and installed an outdoor bath and fi replace.”
MY FAVOURITE ROOM “The lounge – or what I call the ‘conversation 
pit’ – because of the intimacy that’s inherent in the rounded space 
combined with the warmth of the open fi re.”
THE ‘HOOD “I love being hidden away in the bushland above the 
beach. It’s so private and I feel so connected to nature here.”  
FUTURE PLANS “I’d remove the timber staircase leading up to the house 
and replace it with an art trail – a stepping-stone path that meanders 
up the steep landscape, with interesting sculptures. I’d also like to 
fi nish what the architect had originally planned, which was to cover 
the house with a creeping ivy so it disappears into the landscape.”
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HEART
OF
STONE
Curvaceous walls nestled among 
natural surroundings provide an 
intimate feel to this 1970s home.
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Opposite page: Nancy 
Renzi on the roof of her 

1971 home. “We are 
always walking over the 

house or sunbaking on it,” 
she says. “It connects us to 

nature more than if we lived 
in a traditional home.”
Right: the wall divider 
in the master bedroom 

hides a walk-in wardrobe. 
“I love my bedroom,” 

Nancy says. “I can lie in 
bed and look straight out to 
the trees. It’s also connected 

to the hub of the house, 
so I always know who is 

here when I’m in bed.” 

Left: the kitchen is located 
in the centre of the house. 
Guests often hang out on 
the kitchen sofa, from where 
they can see the ocean. 

Left: the offi ce is sparingly 
decorated, with a custom-
made, curvaceous glass 
table and a neutral-coloured 
Barcelona day bed. 
Right: “I’m from California, 
so I had to have an outdoor 
fi replace,” Nancy says. 
Below: the walls have been 
fi nished with Perlite and 
white cement, which gives 
a  fairly rough surface. 
The fl oors are fi nished 
with exposed aggregate, 
and warm metals such 
as copper and bronze 
have been added. 

Left: the intimate 
“conversation pit” is 
designed to encourage 
people to talk. “This house 
has brought us together 
as a family,” says Nancy. 
“Due to the small 
bedrooms, the boys are 
drawn to the living and 
dining rooms to hang out.” 
Right: “I hate showers,” 
Nancy says. “I bathe 
outside every day. It really 
is magical to have a bath 
late at night and look 
up at the stars.” 

We love …
… the outdoor 

fireplace. “It means 
even in winter you 

can be outside.”


